Church By-laws and Covenant 


"Haltom City's Friendliest Church" 


Forciggtcel —~ eonit 


CONSTITUTION 
OF 
FRIENDLY LANE BAPTIST CHURCH 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 


PREAMBLE 


Since the Scripture declares that in 
the last days many shall depart from the 
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and 
doctrines of devils, and many will be engaged 
in seattering broadcast the fatal seeds 
ef error, directly affecting the honor of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and the destiny of 
the soul, we, the members of Friendly Lane 
Baptist Church of Fort Worth, Texas, feel 
constrained by Him to adopt, ordain and 
establish this constitution and the statement 
of doctrine herein contained, to which we 
voluntarily submit ourselves and ask_ the 
assent. of all applicants for membership, 
including pastors. 


ARTICLE I 
NAME 


This organization is called the Friendly 
Lene Baptist Church of 3136 Friendly Lane, 
Fort Worth, Texas 76117. 


ARTICLE II 
DOCTRINE 


We accept the Scriptures as our authori- 
ty in matters of faith and practice and 
adopt the New Hampshire Confession of Faith 
fae listed in Article IIi) as our interpreta- 
tion of Bible Doctrine. 


ARTICLE Lid 
CONFESSION OF FAITH 


SECTION 1. OF THE SCRIPTURES: We believe 
that the Holy Bible was written by men super- 
naturally inspired; that it has truth without 
afy® admixture of error forciits; matter;, :and 
therefore is and shall remain to the end 
of age the only complete and final revelation 
of the Will of God to man, the $trgth .eenter 
of Christian union and the supreme standard 
by which all human conduct, creeds and o- 
pinions should be tried. 

(is) By the "Holy Bible" we mean that 
collection of sixty-six books, from Genesis 
to Revelation, which, as originally written, 
not only contains and conveys the Word of 
God but is the very Word of God. 

(2) ByvoSinsparation" wesfimeani;.? that 
the books of the Bible were written by holy 
men of old as they were moved by the Holy 
Seagrit ein suchsiia iddfiniteomay > that their 
writings were supernaturally and verbally 
im@piredisand ,égeecoofirem errors as no other 
writings have ever been or ever will be 
inspired. 

fli “Tinf.- (3216<2% -FE:Petxui:19=24% Acts 
13462 sActs . 28225; [Ps@int 11921604: Pem@i 119% 
105.6 130jse*Luké! 24225-2%g5 John 2172: lie Luke 
24:44-45; Psa. 1 }O#89--6 Pro. 30:5-6; Rom. 
Be4c0L Pé6ét:8 12263: Revs i22449; John 12:48; 
Isa. 8:20; Eph. 6217; “Rom. :415:4;- Luke 16:31; 
Psa. 19:7-11: John 5:45-47; John 5:39. 


SECTION 2. OF THE TRUE GOD: We believe 
that there is one living and true God, an 
infinite, intelligent Spigit, the Maker 
and Supreme Ruler of heaven and earth; 
inexpressibly glorious in holiness and worthy 
of all possible honor, confidence and love; 
that in the unity or the Godhead there are 
three persons, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost, equal in every divine perfec- 


tion and executing distinct but harmonious 
offices in the great work or redemption. 

Bee. 20:222;4 Gen. +t74is = Cee. 8196; 
Eph. 4:6; John 4:24; Psa. 147:5; Psa. 83:18; 
Psa 90:2; - Jer: 10;:1803 -Bxee, 15:11; Rev. 
4:11¢°1 Tim, 2:17; Rom, 11:33; Mark 12320; 
Matt. 28219; dJehn 15:26; £ €er. 12:4<6: 
I dehn 5:7: °dehnm 10:30; dehn-.17?s5; -Acts 
593-4; ° T° €or. 2310-11; Phile 2:57 Eph. o#3182 
ti (Cer, “Tseel4; 


SECTION: 93. OGFioTHE s HOLY . SPIRIT: We 
believe that. the Hod ‘Spirdt>ii@edca edavane 
person, equal with God the Father and God 
the Son, and of the same nature, that He 
was active in the creation; that in His 
relation to the unbelieving world He re- 
strains the Evil One until God's’ purpose 
is ° fulfiileds tHRats=HeeceOnvGats of} sin, 
of judgement of righteousness; that he bears 
witness to the Truth of the Gospel in preach- 
ing and testimony; that He is the agent 
in the New Birth; that He seals, guides, 
induces, teaches, witnesses, sanctifies, 
and helps the believer. 

John 14:16-17: Matt. 28:19; Hebe: 9:44; 
JHA 14326;:Lukéot: 35; Gens ibil-37i 711! Thess. 
237: John 16:8-11; John’ 15:26=-29; eActs 5230- 
32% John :325-@c. Eni S- 42-29-1479. Matt. 5 3341; 
Mark 1:50 : Luke .3216;: John 11:32¢c2Act6Aiik 16s 
John: '16¢73; John. °14526% -Romse [1 8:34¢ 16,510 
Thesé. 24:1.3-:2:Pét.-bs2= Rom. @<25-27.. 


SECTION 4. OF THE DEVIL, OR SATAN: 
We believe that Satan was once holy and 
enjoyed heavenly honors but through pride 
and ambition to be as the Almighty, fell 
and “drew after? him achost ‘of angels; that 
he is now the malignant Prince of the power 
of the air, and the unholy god of this world. 
We hold him to be man's great tempter, the 
enemy. of God and His Christ, the accuser 
of the saints, the author of false religions, 


the chief power behind the present apostasy, 
the lord of the anti-Christ, and the author 
of all powers of darkness--destined, however, 
fo final. defeat at the hands of God"s Son 
ana toiTthe judgment of%an eternal justice 
in hell, a place prepared for him and his. 
angels. 

$4a. 2k 4 92-154: Boek. @iied4A- Rev yn 297 
Jude 6; II Pet. 2:4; . Eph. 6¢ 3r00J0nn 14-3 30+ 
Tl: Sheds J 3ufeeMatts:4:1-Bsi I -PEeti 538% Zech. 
1eGeS LedOhn t BaB; adatt,{ 18:2anuMare. 314-397 
Luke 22:38): @ev2z0i26 1S: dIisd@ers: dled 3-dep 
Mere £3:71~+227; I John 413% Li Joann «3-4 John 
2Zr22- ARev. PEVDI41 42HT ITC Thess Ho 4s. Rev. 
Wwsdirsi 21 G20 nofieie0, AO lshrig 202402 o Matty 
25:41. 


SECTION? >. OF THE CREATION: We believe 
in the Genesis account of creation and that 
it is to be accepted literally and not alle- 
gorically or figuratively; that man was cre- 
ated directly in God's own image and after 
His own likeness; that man's creation was 
notiilA matter: oF i jevolut bom 1 eri oevolutionary 
changes of species or development through 
interminable periods of time from lower to 
higher forms; that all animal and vegetable 
life was made directly, and God's established 
law’ was that they should -bring forth only 
“after etheir kand" : 

Ganye lai: Bxo.+sd0: lleoAeeeida 2S COL. 
1:16-17; Heb. lle3e gdohns ied; Rev. 10:6; 
Rom. 1:20: Acts 1%eB3<26; :ntemitii0elZi« Men. 
9:6; Gen. 1:26-27; Gen. 2321-23; Gen. bell, 24. 


SECTION 6: OF THE FALL OF MAN: We 
believe that man was created in innocence 
under the law of his Maker, but by voluntary 
transgression fell from his sinless and happy 
state, in consequence of which all mankind 
ase now sinners. not by constraint but of 
choice, and therefore under just condemnation 
without defense or excuse. 


Gan: 31360 244 “Romeo 594270 PO) (Rom 
3210-19; Eph. 2:31,3; Rom. 1:18; Ezek. 18:19- 
203° Rom: 1:20, 28;- 329°Gal.° 34322: 


SECTION 7. OF THE VIRGIN BIRTH: We 
believe that Jesus Christ was begotten of 
the Holy Ghost in a miraculous manner, born 
of Mary,°’a virgin, and that~ He is the Son 
of God and God the Son. 

Gea.” 3292S: 7 Iea@.i: 9:14¢eMMatt.. lLebie ZS; 
Luke (12:35 "Mark :‘1:1; John 12147 Psa. 2273 
Gal. 4:4. I1330hn! 5:20)! TD Cor ysis :47. 


SECTION 8. OF THE ATONEMENT FOR SIN: 
We believe that the salvation of sinners 
is wholly of grace, through the mediatorial 
office of the Son of God, who, by the ap- 
pointment of the Father, freely took upon 
Himself our nature yet without sin, honored 
the Divine law by His personal obedience, 
and by His death made a full and vicarious 
atonement, consisted not in setting an ex- 
ample for us by His death as a martyr but 
was the voluntary substitution of Him- 
self in the sinner's place, the just dying 
for) °*the unypust?@ Christ ,c>othes Lord; bearing 
6ur*6ans in= His “own body joni‘ the stree;: -that 
having risen from the dead, He is now en- 
throned in Heaven and uniting in His wonder- 
ful Person the tenderest sympathies with 
pivine’> perfection; | :that.ocH@ <is.' evesy way 
qualified to be a suitable, a compassionate 
and all-sufficient Saviour. 

Eph « Se 83" SAGts § lSed1:: Romi: 3:2490 John 
SciGe. Matt. 18211: PRid. @27s Mee. 2:14; 
sa. :534384-%+; Romi FrA5;71 Johh #MOrdpakE Cor. 
PSeseriI cCorbes he2t John 16021872 Phikys2iés 
Galeulped voltiPets2e24¢idl tBews ' 3eh@; «bea. 
69611 Po Bebs2 1282;24) Coma F50820 sicl#a@ai530k2; 
Hep 2598:12-15;7; Heb. 791582°'D Jonn 2:2: 


SECTION’ 9. OF GRACE IN THE NEW, CREATION: 
We believe that in order to be saved, sinners 
must be born again; that the New Birth is 
aeaiew ocreation= ‘in +Ghrist. Jesus, that a 64S 
instantaneous and not a process; that in 
the New Birth the one dead in trespasses 
and in sins is made a partaker of the Divine 
nature and receives eternal .life, the.free 
gift of God; that the new creation is brought 
about in a manner above our comprehension, 
aot. ty culture; nor oy character, nor by 
the: fWwilldoef mdan:thut .whollyerand solely by 
the “power :of ethe Holy Spirit»im connection 
with Divine truth, so as to secure our volun- 
tary obedience to the Gospel; that its proper 
evidence appears in the holy fruits of repen- 
tance, faith and newness of life. 

Joepnas3e BE Cersdo5s4d; diukes S22 hei 
John: 5 :4;vdohrn: 3:6+72s Actsve2iéh; Acts 16:30- 
3325c8459 Belt. tcl :-4¢ncRomiasi6:2as ph. Zale%nda 
Cosrie5e89: 2: folks 2613¢-dohm~3: Sit Jehbn 1:1l2- 
13s26hdn Se22; phat ded 


SEGBION=sb0@-; GF ; THE « FREENESS QF SAL 
VATION: We believe in God's electing grace; 
that the blessings of salvation are made 
free to all by the Gospel; that it is the 
immediate duty of all to accept them with 
a cordial, penitent and obedient faith; and 
that nothing prevents the salvation of the 
greatest sinner on earth but his own inherent 
depravity and =voluntary rejectionbsfsekhe 
Gospél;»sacxtreyecti#on s:that< invelves chim in 
an aggravated condemnation. 

hxdhessiied:&€p Cdbix 3ab2iosks Petit; lets 
Tatiss ia2d;:yRoem. $e 29-30: scMattarizdlie28y sisea. 
Sheeit ORev. , e222i1¢3 i. 0cRome 16: 13fesis Doni 6: Fhe 
Psead55:6: Actsos2rS&ecdsax[55: 7oneJobno 3 bo- 
béeixuae Bimsti 1248+ Ditcogs W5ch0; Epheuctat- 
5°) John $5240ecJohni 3 2k8ip 36. 


SECTION il. OF JUSTIFICATION: We 
believe that the great Gospel Blessing which 
Christ secures to such as believe in Him 
is Justification; that Justification includes 
the pardon of sin and the gift of eternal 
life on principles of righteousness; that 
it is bestowed not in consideration of any 
works of righteousness which we have done, 
but solely through faith in the Redeemer's 
blood is His righteousness imputed unto 
us. 

Acts P339% Sa. '66:bbe Zech. 73:46 
Rom.°°8et? Romii Sak, Writ Tatds 13: 5=%FOcRom: 
121-76" Heb. 929472 Gal. 23:41; . Romi’ 403+93° Heb. 
194368; 


SECTION -§2. OF THE CHURCH: We believe 
that a church of Christ is a congregation 
of baptized believers associated by a cove- 
nant of faith and fellowship: of .the Gospel, 
observing the ordinances of Christ, governed 
by His laws, and exercising the gifts, 
rights, and privileges invested in_ them 
by His Words; that its officers ‘of ~ ordi- 
nation are pastors and deacons whose qualifi- 
cations, claims and duties are clearly de- 


fined in the Scriptures. We believe the 
true mission of the church is found in the 
Great Commission: First, to make individual 


@iscipies?;i isecend,*=to buidd sup thet church; 
dim cthirdy< to’ teach “and cinstmect:ias / He: c+has 
commanded. 

We do not believe in the reversal of 
this order. We hold that the local church 
has the absolute right of :self-government, 
free from the interference of any hierarchy 
of individuals or organizations, and that 
the one and only Superintendent is Christ 
througltiaithe° Holy Spdrit; thati itsis Serip- 
tural for true churches to cooperate with 
each other in contending for the faith and 
for the furtherance of the Gospel; that 
every church is the sole and only judge 


of the. *medéure .csand - method? of. its .co- 
operation on all matters. 

ABEs 2OGRIHADs DWicér. 1122; 4c. 1:22- 
23. O2teED. cI eCopszed?2 :4¢98-bip i kets 4: 2363 63 De 
6 26623 , 220: 1lP-28pd Tia 9¥49 +4 3s Matte -28 1 4- 
70-85 COdLLGo 1 shee - Eph 528384246 Ee Péties S:d4e 
Aceenni5e@2: <I Gest: 621-3 2b: lei 33 Jude 3- 
A-s72I Yeorie: Bs23e24; Mal. 2510 :f-bev. acdZ2: i 
Cor. Eece: 


SECTIONGA.13¢ OF BAPTISM AND THE LORD'S 
SUPPER: We believe that Christian baptism 
is the immersion in water of a believer in 
the name of the Father, of the Son and of 
ime Holy Ghost, with the authority! ef:+ the 
local church, to show forth in a solemn and 
beautiful emblem our faith in the CTAc LT Esed, 


buried and risen . Saviour, with its effect 
in our death to sin and resurrection to a 
new /oPifes i that sat ict prerequisite «;to the 


privilege of a church velation ahd toi .the 
Lord's Supper, in which the members ofs>-the 
church by the sacred use of bread and wine 
are to commemorate together the death and 
love of Christ, preceded always by a solemn 
self-examination. 

Acts 8:36-39; Matt. 3:6; Jone: 3.223 
Réms 6905500 Matic! 3946926026: 10907 Remy s he 3 =a; 
Cote 212° Rote: 2ed4242; cMattige 2S: 19saeecdal 
cor. iLis23-2e. 


SECTION: 14. OF THE PERSEVERANCE — OF 
THE “SAINTS We <bélieve that . Sucht only. tare 
real believers as endure unto the end: that 


their persevering attachment’ to Ghiasi sti cis 
the grand mark which distinguishes them from 
superficial? *professors; ‘that .a special provi- 
dence watches over their welfare; and that 
they are kept by the power of God through 
faith unto eternal salvation. 

Sohn 248: 3bes7pPowoke? Lezl, 3223; Isulehn 
229: YMatOiii3: BY=23 sy iRome Se23:- Matty 6630; 
Pseaho92as 39h Hebd! le laet.eT oPete Be5; Phil. 1:6; 


John 10:28-29, 16:8; Rom. 8:35-39. 


SECTION : 15. OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE 
WICKED: We believe that there is a radical 
and essential difference between the right- 
eous:: and~ the wicked; that such only as 
through faith are justified in the name 
of ‘-the- Bord: Jesus.. and .Sanctified:«oby {the 
Spirit of our God are truly rightdevus in 
His esteem, while all such as continue in 
impenitence and unbelief are in His. sight 
wicked and under the curse, and this distinc- 
tion holds among all men, both in and after 
death, in the everlasting conscious suffering 
of the lost. 

Male= 32182 Gene? 6223; c7Romic:16217-1]87 
Prov. hr. 3487 Int Petiise4:48s dacigor. idee: 
Rests = 102384-35%iw~l . Sohn vet: 2%o2 Johnbr6: 2hp sd 
JoRn 327.7 °RomseGel6e%ed John 6:1937Gal. 3:10; 
Rom. <“7:622 Prometadas 32a: Luke tabi: 2557 Matt. 
26:34¢ Gale 32162. d4attorz$e4lg Tohnsnbti:i2h5; 
luke (b: 2645 Matt. <721,3-idy Rom. led, 


SECTION? 16;% OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT: 
We believe that civil government is of divine 
appointment for the interests and good order 
of human society; that magistrates are to 
be prayed for, conscientiously honored and 
obeyed, except in things opposed to the 
Will of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Bim. Laets. 3) Sam. 23232 Bao. 18t21- 
22: AV SSC BT Ce 2s 21S i Tete sel; 1 
Pet .vQwil3goud, tady Acts [5429592 4:19]=203A Dani 
3:17-18; Matt. 23:10; 10:38; Rev. 10:6; 
Phikei2eTO-lis Psaanti2siis 


SECTION: < 1%. OF THE RESURRECTION AND 
RETURN OF CHRIST AND RELATED EVENTS: We 
believe in and accept the sacred Scriptures 
upon these subjects at their face and full 
value. Of the Resurrection, we believe 
that Christ rose bodily "the third day ac- 
cording to the Scriptures"; that He ascended 


“to >the wright ‘hand. .f the.-throne: .of God" +; 
that He alone is our "merciful and faithful 
high priest in things pertaining to God"; 
"that this same Jesus which is taken up from 
you in heaven shall so come in like manner 
as ye have seen Him go into heaven" -- bodily, 
personally “and vasibly;):) that the "dead in 
Christ shallivsiseit-firss"s;: thats the, diving 
esints “shall be changed in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump"; 
"that the Lord God shall give unto Him the 
throne of His Father David"; and that "Christ 
shall reign a thousand years in righteousness 
until He hath put all enemies under His feet". 

Matt. 428¢6-9: «lake: -24:39¢;+dohn; 20<2/; 
I Cor. 15:4; Mark 16:6; Luke 24:1; Heb. iL 2 ts 
Se6-05 Inc Tim 2254 i= John e2gsd+ Hep. 42 bi: 
aly tk §2O=dOes7JObn -l4e32 -Acts..1:9, dds Luke 
QAcSlitoMapk 26:19 .qRev. «4:21; He@tien 3¢ tks 
Pneee. 2427: 1 Lor. 15:42-44, sade? 16:51- 
Ba. Phi... 3420-23; 1 Thees. 4:16; Matt. 24 
SoD 282130 ._samesan 5: Seip Matt. 24:42; Heb. 
Qe06ilelukec 1:32¢ i cksaz’+Oe6ele di +COk, lSsa053 
Isa. 323313 11 =s4-S=i-Psa. 72:8; Rev. 20:1- 
4p°6. 


SECEION 28. OF MISSIONS: We believe 
the command to give the Gospel to the world 
is clear and unmistakable and that this Com- 
mission was given to the churches. 

Matt. «28: 18=200'. Mark 16:15;,John220:21; 
Acts. 1:8: Rom... 102¢13-15. 


SECTION.« 19. OF THE GRACE OF GIVING: 
We believe scriptural giving is one of the 
fundamentals of the faith. We believe that 
weciare> tm!) bring: sour:ogifts.« inte; the,6tore- 
house (common treasury of the church) upon 
the §irstoday.:of the week. We believe that 
under grace we give the tithe and that all 
offerings are to be free will offerings. 
"Abram gave the tenth of the spoils." "Abra- 
ham. gave a-ntenth tpart-of all! -n this was 


\ 


four hundred years before the law and ois 
confirmed in the New Testament. (Heb. 7:2,4) 

Tf? Cas" 8S" 1 Bens 1622; 2Hep, 9325 
et "Mart Veet 2s; Bev. 247430; Mad. 3710; 1eer5 
3 py ae 


Sec Ticw- 20% OF THE WORD OF GOD: The 
King James Bible is our only text. 


ARTICLE iV 
POLICY 


SECTION 1. This church shall be informal 
in ritual with its government vested in the 
body of baptized believers of which the Church 
is composed. l€*'46 isubject oto: the control 
of no other ecclesiastical body, and no denom- 
inational or association - all representatives 
shall ever sit in judgment or council over 
ite “atiairs. 

SECTION «2. The expenses of the Church, 
including the pastor's salary, and all ex- 
penses “of vadridus --societies -.and organized 
oodies of the Church and Sunday School shall 
be raised by free-will tithes and offerings 
of God's people. This church will not condone 
nor permit the raising of funds in any other 
manner. 


SECTION: -3. This church is a non-profit 
organization, religious and charitable, and 
without. capital stock. lt -ie not formed 


for profit either as an organization or per- 
sonally for any member of said organization. 
Members have no property rights in the assets 
of the Church and upon termination of their 
membership are not entitled to any of the 
assets of the church. In Gvent>ofathe. dis- 
solution of this Church its assets and proper- 
ty shall be disposed of by vote of a majority 
of its members in attendance at a meeting 
called for the purpose of making such dis- 


* 


position. Neither vithe;,esg¢ets of this: Church 
nor any of itsi physical cpropertaes shall ever 
be wused for any: other purpose than. that of 
a Fundamental Baptist Church. 


ARTICLE V 
MEMBERSHIP 


SECTION: ;:L. Membership in the Congre- 
gation, while voluntary upon the part of each 
member, is restricted to persons who are pub- 
licly received into the Congregation, who 
continue in good standing in the Congregation. 
Persons may be received into the membership 
‘on the grounds of their: 


(1) ° Profession of faith and baptism. 

(2) Letter of Recommendation from a 
church of like faith and order. 

(3) Statement that they are members 


ins: good standing... of; +a;,,-chur¢h.,et 
like faith-and order, or,..Repentance 
of error* and- rededication .of. life. 


SECTION: 2. Members, when accepted into 
the Congregation, :aecept; and; agree to abide 
by the Constitution and By-Laws. Membership 
inixthe-~-Congreagation:;may .be;.terminated .by 
letter of recommendation to another church, 
by disciplinary action, or by dropping from 
thesathureh vrod).sxupen japprevaL- of .each such 
action by the members present at any business 
meeting of the Congregation. 


SECTLONG-3 . Any resident member of the 
Church who neglects or refuses to attend the 
services of the Church for one year, or for 
the same length of time “refuses to contribute 
ofmohiscimeans «tojothenssupport sef«.the,,Chur¢eh 
shall be urged by his brethren to -return ,to 
duty according to the scriptures. Gal. 621% 


ARTICLE VI 
PASTOR AND HIS DUTIES 


SECTION 1. The * Pastor °-of this ~enurcn 
ephall be called by a two-third*s .vote of 
the membership present at the meeting held 
for this purpose and announced at the church 
services the Sunday previous. The Pastor 
shall’ have charge 6f°°tie’ spiritual -welfare 
of the Congregation. He shall determine 
the appropriate times for conducting Com- 
munion and Baptismal Services. He shall 
act as moderator in business’ meetings. 
He shall be ex-officio member’ of “all ‘com- 
mittees, and may call’ the ehureh!'tegetner 
for any Special business. He shall have 
the authority to purchase regular supplies 
necessary for Sunday School and Church. 


SECTION 2 The- Pagter> “ehall<« iserve 
for‘an-“indéfinite’“peried and 2ist‘not to be 
elected each year. He may be removed if 


fe fails ‘to’ pérform: his= ditties, 2f he lives 
we wunacdly life according .to the scriptures, 
6e* if He’-no “longer “foliows - the “articles 
6f faith in Article Iil-of- this’ constitution. 
This action is to be taken only if he fails 
to repent after being approached in brotherly 
fave ° a@@ordiag “to “thes -seripturesi oby:cthe 
Chairman of the Deacon Committee and ‘two 
(2) other Deacons. If he refuses to repent, 
a> 'petition®= containing: thesnames*of at least 
one-fourth of the <activersméembers oof ::the 
church must be presented one (1) week before 
action is taken by the active church members 
present. No member shall vote on such a 
matter who has not been active in the Church 
for at least three months previous to the 
meeting where such an action is to come 
to '@ Vote. 


See TLON .3. When the Pastor dies, re- 
signs or is dismissed, a Pulpit Committee 


shall be charged with the responsibility 
of bringing preachers before the congregation 
for considerationi«as Pastor. See Article 
x for description of Puipit Committee and 
their functions. 


ARTICLE VII 
STAFF WORKERS | 


All Staff Workers will be under the 
supervision of the Pastor and will be required 
to attend all services and to participate 
in all church activitiess4an which they are 
talented. All Staff Workers will receive 
a one week paid vacation their first year 
and two weeks paid vacation per year there- 
after. Any additional absences must be dis- 
cussed beforehand and approved by the Pastor. 
All Staff Workers will receive a bonus once 
a ear; at Chrigtmag time, if finances are 
available. The amount of the bonus will 
be determined by the Finance Committee. 

Any Staff Member will be replaced for 


walking disorderly. Thrs cactionoas +t© ‘be 
taken only if he fails to repent after being 
approached in brotherly love, according to 


the scriptures, by the Pastor. If he refuses 
to repent, he will be immediately dismissed 
from his staff position by the Pastor. 


ARTICLE VIII 
OFFICERS 


SECTION 1. The congregation shall elect 
the following officers at the regular business 
meeting on the second Wednesday of February 
each year: 


fi} Deacons 
(2) Trustees 
(3) Finance Committee 


(4) Church Clerk and Assistant Clerk 


SECTION” 2. °C >The! Pastore tshall “appoint 
the following officers according to their 
ability to°fulfil® Giet otfices 


(1) Sunday School Superintendent 
(2). Song Leader 

(3) ‘Musicians 

(4) “Head Usher 


ARTICLE IX 
OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES 


Nosé*vf* the following: officers: om icom=- 
mitteés “shall °bée* called for anyy ‘reasons to 
conduct any business without the presence 
of the Pastor. 


SECTION FP: DEACONS 


The Deacon Committee shall consist 
of not more than seven (7) men elected by 
a. @alerity vMote@iof’ the sthurchi:ferca tenn 
of MWrei¢1)* years. Theyimay be re-elected 
Beh oyeat as long2as wheyyfubfaivqthese ret 
quirements of I: Timothy Chapter 3 to remain 
in office. The Deacons elected or re-elected 
for a given year shall comprise the Deacon 
Committee for that year. They shall annually 
elect from among their number the following 
officers. 


(1) Chairman of Deacons 
(2) Vice-Chairman of Deacons 


(3). Secretary 


The Deacon Committee . shall . meet, to- 
gether with the Pastor, “once G month, or 
more -:dfiten s%as = aeéessary:, 2 toa:discuss) and 


make .-pians for the Spiritual progress of 
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the church and the carrying out of the min- 
istry of the church. 


SECTION 2: TRUSTEES 


The Trustees shall consist of not more 


than three (3) men elected by a majority 
vote. cofaathe-=church.for aterm of.one:.{.1) 
year. They may be re-elected each year. 


They shall have charge of the church prop- 
erty, but have no power to buy, sell, 
mortgage or lease such property without 


proper vote of the church. They shall over- 
see the upkeep of the church and the care 
of legal church documents. These men shall 


elect from themselves a chairman of the 
Trustees. 


SECTION 3: FINANCE COMMITTEE 


The Finance Committee shall consist 
of not more than seven (7) men elected by 
a majority vote of. the -church for. a term 
ofscene’ (1): yeats They may be re-elected 
each year. These men, elected or re-elected 
for a given year, shall comprise the Finance 
Committee for that year. They shall annually 
elect from among their number the following 
officers: 


(1) Chairman of Finance Committee 

oe Vice-Chairman of ee es cee 
(3) Secretary 

(4) Treasurer 

iS) Assistant Treasurer 


The Finance Committee shall have charge 
of the moneys received into the treasury 
and all subordinate organizations of the 


church shall disburse their funds’~ through 
the treasury of the cherer The Finance 
Committee shall keep account of funds fre- 
ceived and disbursed. 


The Treasurer shall have responsibility 
for all transactions and disbursements of 
funds only by the direction of the Pastor 
and the Finance Committee with approval 
of the church and shall make a monthly writ- 
ten financial reportto tHe church. 


The Finance Committee shall be able 
to make purchases up to $300.00 for church 
upkeep, supplies and any emergency without 
church approval. All purchases over $300.00 
must be brought before the church- ®Ser <iap- 
proval. 


SECTION 4: CHURCH CLERK AND ASSISTANT CLERK 


The <-<Churceh . Clerk“ ‘shall’ ‘be*-elected by 
a-majyority vote oof’ the °charch fora sterw 
of one year as long as he/she fulfills their 
duties. The clerk may be re-elected each 
year. 


The duties and responsibilities of 
the Church -Clerk shall consist -d&1aaking 
minutes of all .church business meetings; 
also, requesting and sending church letters 
for membership as approved by the church. 


The assistant Church Clerk shall be 
elected at the same time as the Church Clerk, 
but shall be determined by the second highest 
number of votes. The duties shall be the 
same as for the Church Clerk but only in 
the absence of the Church Clerk. 


ARTICLE X 
PULPIT COMMITTEE AND THEIR FUNCTIONS 


The Pulpit Committee shall function 
only at times and for the duration of the 
time that such a committee is needed by the 
congregation to aid in filling a _ vacancy 
in the office of the Pastor. 


SECTION 1: The Committee 
The Pulpit Committee shall consist of 
not more than seven (7) men comprised as 


follows: 


(1) Chairman of the Deacon Committee 


re Secretary of the Deacon Committee 
(3) Chairman of Finance Committee 

(4) Treasurer of Finance Committee 

(5) ‘Chairman o£. Trustees 

(6) Two (2) men nominated and elected 


by the -com@regation at a special 
business meeting called by the 
Chairman of the Deacon Committee. 


These men shall come together immediately 
following said business meeting, and shall 
elect from among their number a moderator 
and a secretary. 


These men shall have the responsibility 
to keep the church informed weekly (after 
Wednesday night prayer meeting) as to the 
progress of the Committee and = supplying 
preachers for all services until a Pastor 
is called. 


SECTION 2: Screening of Candidates 


A candidate shall be screened, as to 
his’ “Scriptural qualifie¢ations‘¢te* fulfill 
the Pastoral office, before being presented 
to the crnurch as a’ candidate. At such time 
two-thirds (2/3) or more of the Pulpit Com- 
mittee in due assembly must agree by a two- 
-thirds (2/3) or greater vote before inviting 
a preacher to cand?@ate*’"and *be heard: by 
the congregation. Aleo this same process 
must be done before recalling previous can- 
didates. 


"his e¢reening shall consist of the 
following: 

1 Resume 

2 Taped messages 

3. Personal interview 

4; Reterences 

5. Doctrine? Stance 


SECTION 3: Balloting of Candidate 


et) The -moderator of *the =Paualpit Com- 
mittee Wit) ‘eae dnd Moderate i.a special 
business meeting of the church for the pur- 
pose of voting on a candidate. 


2°) Opportunity for orderly discussion 
will be given all members present. 


C3) Prayer shall be held. The members 
shall vote reverently and prayerfully. 


(4) Voting shall be done on a ballot 
prepared before call of meeting with candi- 
dates name(s) listed and members will check 
either for or against. 


(5)...-The .cengregation...willL..call for 
its pastor the candidate who receives a two- 
sthirds. (2/3) .or©. greater. affirmative vote 
of the members ‘present, according to _ the 
voting procedures outlined in this constitu- 
tion by-law, stated in Article XI. 


ARTICLE XI 
VOTING 


Mette LON 1: AGE 


The voting. age ;~shall..be.16..years..or 
older. 


SECTION 2: ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP 


An active member is defined as one who 
has been actively present for 503 of all 
the services within a 3 month period of time 
preceeding the election. 


SECTION «33 VOTING 


A..two-thirds..majerity «1s. required..te 
pass any business motion placed before the 
church. except:.. for... the.. election..of.;,church 
officers (see Article IX) who are elected 
by a majority vote. 


ARTICLE XII 


This constitution and by-laws supersedes 
and cancels all prior constitutions and by- 
laws of Friendly Lane Baptist Church. 


ARTICLE ALLL 
This constitution. and by-laws may _ be 


ammended or revised by a two-third (2/3) 
majority. vote of the members. -present. at .any 


regular monthly business meeting of the church 
provided notice of such proposal and the 
proposed change are given in a prior regular 
monthly business meeting of the church. 


CHURCH COVENANT 


"“Haying been Ied,~°as we believe, by 
the Spirit of God, to receive the Lord Jésus 
Christ as our Saviour, and on the profession 
of our faith, having been baptized in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost, we do now in the presence 
of God, angels, and this assembly, most sol- 
emnly and joyfully enter into covenant with 
one another, as one body in Christ." 


"We engage therefore, by the aid of 
tre” Holy “Spratt, “Yo wark “f0géther “ii “Cnr rs- 
tian lover to strive*-for"-the*‘agvancement 
of this church in knowledge, holiness, and 
comfort; to promote its prosperity and spiri- 
tuality, to sustain its worship, ordinances, 
discipline, and doctrines; to contribute 
Preertuliy .and "regularly tee°cthe-‘suppért: “of 
the ministry, the expenses of the church, 
He “ré1liéf® of the *poom,”*and fe spread “of 
the gospel through all nations." 


"We also engage to maintain family and 
secret devotion: to religiously educate our 
children: to seek the salvation of our kindred 


and acquaintances; to walk circumspectly 
in the worlid?'~t0° “bes ust in Ole “dealings, 
faithful in our engagements, and exemplary 
in our deportment;* te -evoid ail .tattiing, 
backbiting, and excessive anger. To abstain 


from *the “sale ‘and”‘tise “Of intexLteating’ drinks 
as a beverage, and to be zealous in our ef- 
forts to advance the kingdom of our Saviour." 


"We further engage to watch over one 
another in brotherly love; to remember each 
other in prayer, to aid each other in sick- 
neas and distress: to cultivate Christian 
sympathy in feeling and..courtesy -in-~speech}""- 


te -be--slow to take offense, but always ready 


for reconciliation, and mindful of the rules 
of our Saviour to secure it without delay." 


"We moreover engage that when we remove 
from this place, we will as soon as possible 
unite with some other church, where we can 
carry out the spirit of this covenant and 
the principles of God's Word." 
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